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Dear Parents: NEL
We face choices every day. With the resources and capabilities to make good decisions, weoften find
ourselves regretting “I have no choice but. . . ." Or, unsuccessful experiences lead us to think: “This is not
going to happen.” But are these denials truly roadblocks or simplyexcuses for our refusal to choose? Let's
look back on our life and recall taking a risk untakenbefore and which made us who we are today. Or maybe
we underwent this failure, frowning on ourselves, yet the sky was still up there, blue and open?
_ This year, the topic for our junior high presentation is “Success Comes from the Wisdom inChoosing.” It's not
so much about “choosing the right way” as it is about “cultivating wisdom in facing choices.” Only when our
kids experience the whole process of choosing, can theylearmn how the choices and efforts they make result
in more questions and possibilities. Whileenjoying the freedom, they realize they have to be responsible.
This teaching consists with the aim of the Silent Way: independence, autonomy and responsibility. What
education does is give full scope to the students’ potentials, boost their self-confidence, and widen their
choices for self-realization. With the help of the worldly-wise parents, they can leamn to consider the
requirements and possible consequences of a decision. While we accompany them through life choices,
one after another, they feel that we'll be there to support them anytime, anywhere, but in reality, they are the
leaders, the executors, the decision makers. Rather than making plans for them, we should encourage their
self-reliance.
Our children are not our copies, they have lives that are particularly theirs, and just as we wanted to deviate
from the path set up by our parents, they too wish to pave their own paths. Let them walk their way, hold
onto their faith and start their new era. Despite foreseeing a hard time or unlikely success, we should respect
our children’s commitment. It's this inner struggle that makes their decision worthwhile. Every choice they are
making is shaping what they will become so | highly encourage you to observe and to acgompany them
through all the life choices. ; ;
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“The Road not Taken” )
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